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To transcend our human fralities

through the worship of God
and the proclamation of God’s

Word.
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and service.

To transmit the love of Jesus
Christ to a broken world through

the ministry of hospitality
and

evangelism
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Return Service Requested

      Deadline for  theJanuary
        Flame is  December 15

 Presented by
      Fairview United Methodist
        Church Sanctuary Choir

 with

                   Merry Christmas
                    Presented by
                 The Children of Fairview

                                Sunday
           December 14, 2008
                 7:00 PM

                                             Continued on Page 2

Dear Friends:
I received this story on the internet and decided to share it with you.
A few weeks ago, I was shuffling toward the garage with a steaming
cup of coffee in one hand and the morning paper in the other.  What
began as a typical Saturday morning turned into one of those lessons
that life seems to hand you from time to time. Let me tell you about
it.I turned the dial up into the phone portion of the band on my ham
radio in order to listen to a Saturday morning swap net.  Along the
way, I came across an older sounding chap, with a tremendous signal
and a golden voice.  He was telling whomever he was talking with
something about “a thousand marbles.”  I was intrigued and stopped
to listen to what he had to say.”Well, Tom, it sure sounds like you’re
busy with your job.  I’m sure they pay you well but it’s a shame you
have to be away from home and your family so much.  Hard to believe
a young fellow should have to work sixty or seventy hours a week to
make ends meet.  It’s too bad you missed your daughter’s dance
recital” he continued.  “Let me tell you something that has helped
me keep my own priorities.”  And that’s when he began to explain
his theory of a “thousand marbles.””You see, I sat down one day
and did a little arithmetic.  The average person lives about seventy-
five years.  I know, some live more and some live less, but on average,
folks live about seventy-five years.””Now then, I multiplied 75 times
52 and I came up with 3900, which is the number of Saturdays that
the average person has in their entire lifetime.  Now, stick with me,
Tom, I’m getting to the important part.  It took me until I was fifty-
five years old to think about all this in any detail and by that time I
had lived through over twenty-eight hundred Saturdays.  I got to
thinking that if I lived to be seventy-five, I only had about a thousand
of them left to enjoy.  So I went to a toy store and bought every
single marble they had.  I ended up having to visit three toy stores to
round up 1000 marbles.  I took them
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       December Calendar of Events
1     6:00 PM Trustees Ministry Meeting

    7:00 PM Caring & Health Ministry
2             9:30 AM Dead Sea Scrolls Field Trip

 10:30 AM Dan River Retirees Club
    6:00 PM United Methodist Men

Christmas Dinner
3            10:00 AM Pastor’s Bible Study
                5:30 PM Wednesday Night Supper

    6:30 PM Pastor’s Bible Study
Small Groups

5 High School Youth Retreat
6           10:00  AM Kitty Yeatts Christmas Brunch

    2:00 PM Hanging of the Greens
7 Regular Sunday Worship

    1:30 PM IT Ministry Meting
 8          11:00  AM Town & Country Garden Club

Caring & Health Ministry
10          10:00 AM Pastor’s Bible Study

    5:30 PM Wednesday Night Supper
(Final Supper of 2008)

    6:30 PM Pastor’s Bible Study
Small Groups

11    1:30  PM Grief Support Group
12    6:00-8:00 PM Middle & High School

FISH House
14 Regular Sunday Worship

    7:00 PM Christmas Cantata
15     7:00 PM Administrative Council
16   10:30 AM Dan River Retirees Club
17   10:00 AM Pastor’s Bible Study

  No Wednesday Night Supper
    6:30 PM Pastor’s Bible Study

Small Groups
Junior FISH House

21 Regular Sunday Worship
23    7:00  AM Dan River Retirees Prayer

Breakfast
24    5:00  PM Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

  11:00  PM Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
28 Regular Sunday Worship

            Church Office will be closed
           December 24 - January 1, 2009
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    Regular Sunday Worship Schedule
 8:30 AM Contemporary Worship
 9:30 AM Fellowship (Chapel)

           10:00 AM Sunday School/
Small Groups

          11:00  AM Liturgical Worship

In Christ’s Service;
Pastor Bob

home and put them inside a large, clear plastic
container right here in the shack next to my
gear.””Every Saturday since then, I have taken one
marble out and thrown it away.  I found that by
watching the marbles diminish, I focused more on
the really important things in life.””There is nothing
like watching your time here on this earth run out to
help get your priorities straight.””Now let me tell you
one last thing before I sign-off with you and take my
lovely wife out for breakfast. This morning, I took
the very last marble out of the container.  I figure
that if I make it until next Saturday then I have been
given a little extra time.  And the one thing we can all
use is a little more time.””It was nice to meet you
Tom, I hope you spend more time with your family,
and I hope to meet you again here on the band.  This
is a 75 Year old Man, clear and going, good
morning!”You could have heard a pin drop on the
band when this fellow signed off.  I guess he gave us
all a lot to think about.  I had planned to work on the
antenna that morning, and then I was going to meet
up with a few hams to work on the next club
newsletter.Instead, I went upstairs and woke my wife
up with a kiss.  “C’mon honey, I’m taking you and
the kids to breakfast.”  “What brought this on” she
asked with a smile.”  “Oh, nothing special, it’s just
been a long time since we spent a Saturday together
with the kids.  And hey, can we stop at a toy store
while we’re out?   I need to buy some marbles.”

May the Coming Advent & Christmas Season be a time
of reflection: “what is really important this holiday
season?”
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1 Debbie Hazelwood
3 Patty Barker
4 Joanne Barnes, Debra Parrish
6 Andy Nordon, Jacob Cifers

Bryce Connor
7 Regina Drake, Rena Howard
8 John Call, Lee Davis

Peyton McGarvey, Sam Swanson
10 Emily Broyles, Wayne Merricks
14 Karl Hoyer
15 George Harvey, III
17 Maggie Prete
18 Perry White
20 Elizabeth Jennings
21 Winston Crichlow
22 Lois Rowland
23 Carter Younger
25 Ronnie Mitchell
26 Nancy Felix
27 Theresa Evans, Matthew Parrish
28 Marilyn Booth, Jonathan Dillion

Van Elliott
29 Francis Booth
31 Marie Gochenour

    December    December    December    December    December
      Anniversaries      Anniversaries      Anniversaries      Anniversaries      Anniversaries
1 Ed & Lillie Dooley
6 Julius & Beth Boles

Gwynn & Kitty Brandon
11 Harry & Jennie Adams
12 Barry & Martha Crane
21 Bill & Bonny Shelton
23 Jim & Ann Jennings
28 Stavros & Margaret Calos
29 Scott & Gail Carter

DecemberDecemberDecemberDecemberDecember
BirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdays

      December 24, 2008
        Contemporary Service
                  5:00 PM
         Liturgical Service
                11:00 PM

      Christmas Eve
      Candle Light
         Services

               United Methodist Men
  Annual Christmas Din-

ner              for members
                        and
                  their guests
    Tuesday, December 2, 2008
                    6:00 PM
    Turkey/Dressing     Baked Ham
    Mashed Potatoes      Green Beans
                 Salad        Rolls
                     Beverages
         Cost is $15.00 per person

             RSVP
 Brantley Batterman @ 822-0535 or
John Whitlock @ 836-3269



I will never forget that morning,
A cold inconsequential day,
Before the pale reluctant sun
Had peered across the frosted land.
The weary early morning rise
Another day of pointless toil
Another journey, another time
Bearing the burden on my back
Until the calm of blessed evening.
For then the time had come to rest,
Close by an inn known to my master.
A place of noise and open arms
And he led safely to the parlour
And me led roughly to a shed.
No other thought was in my mind
But food and drink and time to sleep.
I made no note of fellow travellers,
I gave no heed to smells or sounds,
Contented in the warmth and shelter.
A time to rest a time to breathe.
But soon the gloom around me faded
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              Staff Position Opening
   The Staff-Parish Ministry is beginning its
search to fill the position of Administrative
Assistant being vacated by Jennie Adams at
her retirement on February 28, 2009.
   If you know of anyone who would be inter-
ested in this position, please ask them to
submit a resume to Pastor Bob or SPRC Chair,
Christi Ragsdale.  Employment for this posi-
tion will begin February 1.

 Ha Ha Ha Ha Hangingngingngingngingnging
of the Greensof the Greensof the Greensof the Greensof the Greens

SaturdaySaturdaySaturdaySaturdaySaturday,,,,, December 6, December 6, December 6, December 6, December 6,
20082008200820082008

2:00 PM2:00 PM2:00 PM2:00 PM2:00 PM
Get into the Holiday Spirit  by joining

the
 Worship Ministry in preparing our

church for the
Advent and Christmas season.

We will be decorating the
 Crismon Tree, hanging wreaths
 and dressing the Church for

 the celebration of
 our Savior’s birth.

 Please join us for the
work, fun,

and fellowship

                 Presented by
            Fairview United Methodist Church

  Sanctuary Choir
with

  Merry Christmas
                              Presented by

       The Children of Fairview

                                Sunday
December 14, 2008
        7:00 PM

       ave you ever wondered why
    you are the way you are and do
      the things you do?  Do you
   know what your strengths are?

              Do you want to find out?
It’s simple and easy!

          Strength’s Finder 2.0
        books are now

          available.
         Classes will begin in  the New Year!

HHHHH

                        (These books also make great
  Christmas gifts for those hard

to               to buy for family and friends).

HOLY COMMUNION
HOME VISITATION

See Joanne Mann to purchase your
book and for more information on
Strength Finders classes.

                        Beginning in December 2008, we
                        will provide the Sacrament of
                     Holy Communion to all interested
members who are homebound, residents in
assisted living facilities or any who are
temporarily unable to attend worship because of
health issues. We plan to connect with these
members every month following the first Sunday
Holy Communion service in worship.
Our United Methodist heritage allows lay people
to deliver consecrated elements (bread & wine)
at the direction of an ordained Elder/pastor.
We need your help!
1. If you would like to receive this service, please
contact Pastor Bob Gochenour (792-3391) and
register for monthly service or temporary service.
2. If you would like to volunteer to be on the
Communion Home Visitation Team please
contact pastor Bob Gochenour. All materials will
be provided for you. Training will also be
provided for all lay volunteers

           The Birth Narratives:
   n eight week, in-depth study of Luke and Matthew
texts.   Dr. James “Mickey” Efird (40 year veteran
teacher from Duke Divinity School) will provide
comparative information on all four Gospels, and
teach specifically the background, circumstances and
environment of Jesus’ birth as told by Luke and
Matthew.

Pastor Bob Gochenour will lead this 8 week course,
starting Thursday, January 8, 2009 at 7:00 pm in
the Conference Room. Requirements: Bible and a
desire to learn.

Please sign up in the Church office (792-3391)

A

STAFF CHRISTMAS LOVE OFFERING

The Staff-Parish Ministry will be collecting a love
offering for our staff to show our how much we
appreciate and support them.

There will be a box in the back of the sanctuary
through  December 20th for your contributions..

Thanks you for your support.

To show a soft and gentle light
And two road weary fellow travellers,
One with a baby in her arms.
A father and adoring mother
Afraid, bewildered and amazed.
And such a child beyond my knowledge
With gentle eyes that knew my mind,
Describing worlds of endless wisdom
In ways I did not understand,
Save for a wonderful prediction
That etched itself upon my heart.
But then the sound of other travellers,
Muffled voices at the door,
Took away my precious moment
Returned me to my pleasant stall,
To rest before the coming morrow
Another harsh and dreary day.
But I held close that precious memory
Until the sweet and palm strewn day
When he fulfilled his holy promise.
That someday we would meet again.

The PromisebyAlan Williams

Copyright © Alan Williams.

                                    Merry Christmas
            The Fairview Praise Team



                      Herbert House
       Herbert  is a valued member of our
Fairview family.  The list of his work at Fairview is
a long one. Some of his activies are:
     Usher
     Welcome Center Volunteer
     Chairman, Caring & Health Ministry
     Organizes the monthly Blood Pressure
     Screenings
     AED Training for staff and members
     First Aid/CPR Certification  for Becky’s
     Kiddie Kollege staff
     Instrumental in bringing the Children’s
     fingerprinting team to Fairview
     Active member of the Friendship
     Sunday School Class
He is also active in the Danville community with
long time service to the  Danville Lifesaving Crew,
Red Cross and many other organizations.
   Thank you Herbert,  for your tireless efforts in
service  to your church, family, and community.

Volunteer of the Month
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Christian Education Corner

Oh, it was beautiful.

How terrible, Joseph,  if it had been real!”

My hope and prayer is that in the midst of our
celebration of our Gift of Jesus Christ, we do not lose
sight of the reason for the season.  God bless you this
Christmas season and may you know and embrace the
love of Jesus Christ in a new and refreshing way as we
look to enter into a new year.

Merry Christmas

Karl Hoyer – Youth Director

Christmas is coming!
Christ has already arrived!

 But do we notice?

Christmas is nearly here.  The Thanksgiving
Season has come to an end, but hopefully our
lifestyle of thankfulness has continued to
increase.  We have so much to be thankful for,
and I encourage you to be mindful of all that we
have, especially our freedoms that we can even
celebrate and worship in a manner that many
other citizens of other countries cannot.  Be
mindful of those in Communistic and Islamic
countries that are persecuted for believing in
Jesus Christ as their personal gift to embrace and
promote and celebrate.  How sad it is for many
to not know what freedom we have, or is it that
sad?  Some in our society have lost focus of Jesus
and have been gripped by commercialism.
Perhaps some of our fellow brothers and sisters
in other countries feel more freedom when it
comes to the Christmas celebration because they
do not suffer from the commercialism that seems
to have plagued our society.  They can celebrate
Jesus for who he is, A GIFT, rather than what we
get from others temporary possessions.

Here is a story that may help us to keep
everything in perspective.  A good friend of mine
lent me a little card that had an awesome story
printed on it, and this is what it said:

MARY’S DREAM
Joseph, I had a funny dream last night. I don’t

understand it, but I think it was about a birthday
celebration for our Son. I think that was what it
was all about. The people had been preparing for
it about six weeks. They had decorated the house
and bought new clothes.  They’d gone shopping
many times and bought elaborate gifts. It was
peculiar though, because the presents weren’t for
our Son.

They wrapped them in beautiful paper and tied
them with lovely bows and stacked them under the
tree.  Yes, a tree, Joseph, right in their house. They’d
decorate the tree also. The branches were full of
glowing balls and sparkling ornaments. Then on
the top of the tree was a figure. It looked like an
angel might look.

Everyone was laughing and happy. They were all
excited about the gifts. They gave the gifts to each
other, Joseph, and not to our Son. I don’t think
they even knew Him. They never mentioned His
name.

Doesn’t it seem odd for people to go to all that
trouble to celebrate someone’s birthday if they
don’t even know Him?

I had the strangest feeling that if our Son had gone
to this celebration He would have been intruding.
Everything was so beautiful, Joseph, and everyone
was so full of cheer, but it made me want to cry.
How sad for Jesus - not to be wanted at His own
birthday celebration

I’m glad, though it was only a dream....

Youth Corner

Thank you Herbert, for your tireless efforts for
your family, church, and community.

We have wonderful things happening
at Fairview!!

November was an action packed month.  We gathered
a total of 106 shoe boxes for the Operation Christmas
Child program.  The children had a ball packing up
boxes again this year.  Thank you Will Turpin and
Jackie Stevens for assisting us!  Thank you for
opening your hearts and your pocket books for such
a wonderful ministry.  Let’s go for 200 in ’09!!!  I
know we can do it.

The Christmas season brings about a flurry of
activities and we have some really great things
planned for the month of December.

Christmas caroling is planned for Saturday,
December 20.  We will meet at 2:00 PM and divide
into groups and go out and bless others in song.
December 10 will be our last mid-week meal together
for 2008.  We will start back up after the first of the
year.

Mark your calendars for Sunday, December 14th at
7:00 to come out and listen to some beautiful music
offered by our Sanctuary Choir and a fun little drama
by the children of Fairview.

I pray that this season of celebrating the birth of our
Savior will be a very blessed one for you and your
family.

Joyfully,

Joanne Mann
Christian Education Director

Monthly Attendance and Offerings
8:30 11:00 Total Offering

November 2 116   130 246  $10,904.71
November 9    122    87     209  $  9,054.99
November 16  100   97      197  $ 6,900.08
November 23 113        96      209  $ 6,916.27
November 30  See January 2009 Flame


