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Pastor Jennifer Coffey 

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take 

my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gently and humble in heart, and you will find rest 

for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30 
 

 Lent is a time of preparation and reflection in our walk with God. This season takes on 

different forms and traditions for Christians and can sometimes be hard to know exactly where to 

put one’s energy during these 40 days. I’ve seen series about repentance, freedom, self-

examination, intentional discipleship, spiritual disciplines, and more. I’ve talked with folks whose 

lives look and feel very differently at the end of 40 days and others whose lives feel and look the 

same as when they began. Some fully commit, others dip a toe in here and there testing the waters. 

Still others do nothing differently during this season.  

 As a child and teenager, I gave up chocolates, video games, sodas, and more. I didn’t replace 

the time, money, or energy with “spiritual” things in any hopes of drawing nearer to the heart of 

God and re-discovering my dependence on God, as is intended in the practice of fasting. But year 

after year, our family would attend the Ash Wednesday service at church and then the tradition of 

giving something up would begin as would the countdown to when I could eat chocolate again. In 

more recent years, I’ve taken on the practice of taking something up during Lent. From reading 

through a particular book of the Bible to additional set-aside daily prayer time to doing acts of 

mercy and compassion, these practices have helped me reflect more on Jesus’ teachings and how 

my daily comings and goings resemble the teachings and life of Jesus.  

 March 1 begins Lent this year and I continue to think about what this season can and should 

be for me and for us – Fairview UMC – as well as the whole body of Christ. I do not have any 

grand answers or 5 steps to success for our Lenten journey. But, what I have discovered in this 

journey is that there is no self-help guide, Facebook quiz, or 10 steps to a holier you which is 

guaranteed to bring you deeper into the heart of God as we walk with Christ to the cross. There 

simply is God – who was, and is, and always will be. There simply is God who loves us so deeply 

that he would stop at nothing to bring every last one of his sheep back home. There simply is God, 

who says, “Come and follow me.” God, who creates, redeems and sustains. God, who suffers our 

death and takes upon him our sins.  
Cont. on Page 2 
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Monthly Attendance and Offerings 

Sunday 8:30 11:00 Offering 3rd Opt. 

Feb 5 112 67 $ 8,585.00 3 

Feb 12 87 63 $ 8,661.00 9 

Feb 19 89 60 $ 6,482.40 11 

Feb 26     

2 Martha Crane 

4 Lucille Roberts 

5 Forrest Williams 

6 Gia Bucchi 

 Lynn Clark 

8 Sue Chattin 

9 Brandon Ferrell 

13 Mike Lewis 

15 Jarrod Grogan 

16 Rafe Thomas 

 Carolyn Whitlock 

18 Margaret Calos 

 Parker Holt 

19 Kinsey Harris 

 Beverly White 

21 Samuel Burton 

22 Laurie Ann Scearce 

23 Carter Dillion 

23 Carol Hobbs 

 Cathleen McGarvey 

24 Jennie Adams 

 Garland Stretch 

26 Jennifer Thomas 

28 Mary Sue Patterson 

 Kenny Sage 

29 Christopher Boles 

 Brandon Merricks 

March Birthdays 

March Anniversaries 
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Average Weekly Giving in February: 

$ 7,909.47 

Average weekly giving Year to Date 2017:  

$ 7,681.98 

Weekly Contributions Needed to Meet Budget: 

$ 9,802.85 

2017 Budget approved by Admin Board : 

$ 519,551.00 

6 Kenny & Margaret Sage 

9 Jan & Barbara Grogan 

11 Andy & Bobbie Nordon 

29 Gary & Debra Tucker 

 

 Perhaps this Lent we can all pause and look closely at the One who is always reaching out 

and pulling us close. Perhaps this Lent we can let the words of Jesus to his followers in Matthew’s 

Gospel draw us in and free us for Resurrection-living in the days ahead. Lean on Jesus this Lent. 

Trust in Jesus this Lent. Find rest in Jesus this Lent. Learn from Jesus this Lent. Discover the 

gentleness and humbleness of the heart of Jesus this Lent. For this is what we really seek and this 

is what this Lenten journey invites us to embrace. As you ponder how the words of Jesus are 

calling you more deeply into relationship, I invite you to begin the season of Lent together with 

your Fairview family at one of our Ash Wednesday services (March 1 at noon or 6:30pm in the 

sanctuary), and I offer this prayer:  
 

Lenten Poem 

by Ann Weems 

Grace & Peace, Pastor Coffey 

Cont. from Page 1 

Lent is a time to take time to let the power 

of our faith story take hold of us, 

a time to let the events get up 

and walk around in us, 

a time to intensify our living unto Christ, 

a time to hover over the thoughts of our hearts, 

a time to place our feet in the streets of 

Jerusalem or to walk along the sea and 

listen to his Word, 

a time to touch his robe 

and feel the healing surge through us, 

a time to ponder and a time to wonder…. 

Lent is a time to allow 

a fresh new taste of God! 

Perhaps we’re afraid to have time to think, 

for thoughts come unbidden. 

Perhaps we’re afraid to face our future 

knowing our past. 

Give us courage, O God, 

to hear your Word 

and to read our living into it. 

Give us the trust to know we’re forgiven 

and give us the faith 

to take up our lives and walk. 

Ash Wednesday, March 1, 2017 

 12:00 pm  30-minute prayer service with communion and imposition of ashes 

 6:30 pm Full worship service with communion and imposition of ashes 

 

Set Free: A Lenten Journey 

 In the season of Lent, we typically reflect on our sinful nature as we anticipate the death 

and resurrection of Jesus. Atonement for sin is ultimately about the freedom to live through 

Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. This Lenten season, we will look at the story of Exodus, the 

first great story of freedom, so that we might better understand the freedom God gives us 

through Jesus. Through it, we’ll have a better understanding of the suffering of God, God’s 

people, and the triumph of freedom God has given to God’s people.  

The church office is in need of volunteers 

during the week and on Sunday mornings. 

 

Weekday Welcome Center Volunteers: 

 On weekdays, we are looking for people 

available to fill-in for our faithful Welcome 

Center volunteers on an as-needed basis. Shifts 

are generally split into morning (9am-1pm) and 

afternoon (1pm-5pm). Volunteers answer the 

telephone, help community members fill out 

requests for financial assistance, and help with 

other duties as needed. Training and assistance 

will be provided. Let Adrian know if you can 

help! 

 

Sunday Morning Lay Readers and Greeters: 

 Scripture readers at 8:30 and 11:00 

worship can sign up on the purple bulletin 

board near the church office. 

 Additional greeters for both services are 

also needed. Let Adrian know if you’re 

interested! 
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 The Lay Servant Academy is about equipping Laity 

(those who are not clergy) to carry out the mission of the 

church. “The mission of the Virginia Annual Conference is to 

make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 

world by equipping its local churches for ministry and by 

providing a connection for ministry beyond the local church; 

all to the glory of God.” 

 Academy dates are Friday, May 31 - Sunday, April 2, 

2017. All of the courses are open to anyone who would like 

to take one. Each course is designed to help those serving the 

local church learn more about leadership, personal faith 

development, and a deeper understanding of the United 

Methodist Church.  Many courses offered this year will 

support those seeking to become Certified Lay Servants and Lay Speakers. To register and for more 

information on the Academy, visit vaumc.org. Registration for The Lay Servant Academy will close on 

March 14. Registration questions may be directed to Sandy Kelley at sandkelle@yahoo.com and other 

questions to Beth Christian at bethchristian@vaumc.org.  

Backpack Program: Sponsor a Child at Park Avenue 

 Fairview needs your help! We are very excited to be working 

towards taking a big leap of faith here at Fairview. As many of you 

know, we currently do the Backpack Buddies program for 100 students 

at Park Avenue School during extended breaks and holidays. We are 

planning to do this for Spring Break and the long Easter holiday 

weekend for this school year. Looking forward for next school year, our 

goal is to provide backpacks for 100 students WEEKLY. This is where we need your help. 

 You will see more information in the days ahead, but we are currently looking for sponsors 

for each of these children. Sponsoring one child for the school year is only $25 per month, with a 

12-month commitment. Can you help sponsor one child? Can you share sponsorship with 

someone else? Can you make a one-time donation? Do you have time to give for one of our 

packing or delivery teams? If you would like more info or would like to make a commitment, 

please see Kate, Lynn Clark, or Suzanne Giffen. We are currently at ¼ of our goal with 27 

children sponsored. Please help us make this dream a reality! 

Sunday, March 5 

Social Hall 

Starting at 4:00 pm 

 

Penny votes will decide the winner of the 

chili cook-off, with all proceeds going to 

children’s missions. See Kate to sign up for 

game time and/or to enter your chili into 

the contest. 

Bishop Sharma Lewis will host a Bishop’s 

Convocation on Prayer on April 1, 2017 at 

Trinity United Methodist Church, 903 Forest 

Avenue in Henrico, Virginia. The Rev. Juanita 

Rasmus, co-pastor of St. John’s United 

Methodist Church in Houston, Texas, will be 

the plenary speaker for the convocation.  

Workshops on a variety of topics are being 

offered as part of the convocation. 

Visit vaumc.org to view a full brochure of 

workshops and to register. 

"See, I am doing a new thing! Now it 

springs up; do you not perceive it? I am 

making a way in the wilderness and 

streams in the wasteland."  

Isaiah 43:19 

 

The 2017 session of the Virginia Annual 

Conference will be held June 16-18 at the 

Hampton Roads Convention Center in 

Hampton, Virginia. 
 

More information about food collections, 

UMCOR kit assembly, and other donated 

items needed will be advertised in the coming 

months leading up to Annual Conference. 

AND 

Live Garden display for Easter 
 

 This Easter, help Fairview create a 

beautiful garden to celebrate the 

resurrection and beautify the church 

grounds.  Donations can be made in 

honor or memory of a loved one to help 

fund the Easter altar display with live 

plants which will be planted around the 

church grounds following Easter 

Sunday.  Contact Neal Ragsdale for 

more information or to help with this 

project.  

 Look for donation forms in your 

Sunday bulletin in the coming weeks. 

Forms and donations will be due by 

Friday, March 31. 
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Bishop Lewis is challenging the  

Virginia Conference to read the  

Bible with her in 2017. 

 Visit the link below for the full 2017 

schedule. It’s not too late to catch up and read 

along with us! Share this challenge and invite 

others to join us! 

http://backtothebible.org/reading-guide/15/1 

Christian EducationChristian EducationChristian Education   
Katherine Lewis, Director of Lay Ministries 

 The warmer weather we have had for the last 

several days has really made me long for spring. I 

can’t believe that the daffodils are blooming and it is 

just barely March.  

 Fairview fun times and activities are taking 

shape for the year. Our Education Committee has 

been working hard to plan meaningful times for us to 

fellowship and work together for God’s glory. March 

5th will be our annual family game night. We are in 

need of some to cook chili for our chili cook-off. Let 

me know if you are able to help with that. Plan to 

join us for some food and fun on a wonderful 

afternoon. We will be here from 4-7. The chili will 

be voted on for a winner. Each vote is a penny and 

proceeds will go the children’s missions.  

 Ash Wednesday is March 1st and we have 2 

service options planned. Our first one will be at 

noon; our second will be that evening at 6:30 

immediately following our Wednesday Night Supper. 

Please plan to join us as we start our Lenten journey 

together in a time of worship. I have a table of 

resources for Lent that includes calendars for the kids 

and some awesome devotion books for all ages. I 

encourage you to take a look and see if there is 

something of interest to you there.  

 Our Wednesday night activities will continue 

through the month of March. We will meet each 

week with the exception of March 22nd. We will not 

have programming that night since the children and 

youth are out of school for Spring Break. Please 

continue to let us know each week if you are able to 

attend so we can be good stewards of our resources. 

Our menus for the upcoming weeks are as follows: 

 On March 18th Fairview will be live 

streaming the 5 Talent Academy. The program will 

be on “Breaking Free from the Culture of More.” 

March 6th is the last day to sign up. I am sure we will 

be needing help with food set up and serving so if 

you are available to help please let one of us know 

here in the office. The $35 registration fee is waived 

for anyone volunteering to help. 

 We will be offering Safe Sanctuary training 

for those of you who need to renew or would like to 

get involved for the first time. I am always in need of 

volunteers in many areas involving the children and 

Juli needs help with the youth as well. I would 

encourage you to make this 2-hour investment in the 

future leaders of our church. I pray you can find a 

way to serve beside them and help mold and shape 

them. But one of the initial things that needs to 

happen for you to be able to do that is Safe 

Sanctuary. I will be offering a renewal class for those 

who need it on Sunday March 26th during the 

Sunday School hour. I will offer a first-time 

volunteer class on Thursday March 23rd at 6:30 p.m. 

If these times do not work for you, I am glad to do 

them in a one-on-one setting or by appointment.  

 I would like to take a minute also to thank you 

all for your continued prayers for our family as we 

navigate the waters of my mother-in–law’s cancer 

diagnosis. Thanks so much for your prayers and 

understanding during this hectic time for our family. 

Keep the prayers coming! 

 Planning for the upcoming months is still 

underway and we look forward to keeping you up-to-

date on all that is coming your way. I’ll leave you 

with a list of upcoming events and happenings.  

 

 

Blessings, Kate 
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March’s Readings 
 March 1 Deuteronomy 5-7 
 March 2 Deuteronomy 8-10 
 March 3 Deuteronomy 11-13 
 March 4 Deuteronomy 14-16 
 March 5 Deuteronomy 17-20 
 March 6 Deuteronomy 21-23 
 March 7 Deuteronomy 24-27 
 March 8 Deuteronomy 28-29 
 March 9 Deuteronomy 30-31 
 March 10 Deuteronomy 32-34 
 March 11 Joshua 1-4 
 March 12 Joshua 5-8 
 March 13 Joshua 9-11 
 March 14 Joshua 12-15 
 March 15 Joshua 16-18 
 March 16 Joshua 19-21 
 March 17 Joshua 22-24 
 March 18 Judges 1-2 
 March 19 Judges 3-5 
 March 20 Judges 6-7 
 March 21 Judges 8-9 
 March 22 Judges 10-12 
 March 23 Judges 13-15 
 March 24 Judges 16-18 
 March 25 Judges 19-21 
 March 26 Ruth 1-4 
 March 27 1 Samuel 1-3 
 March 28 1 Samuel 4-8 
 March 29 1 Samuel 9-12 
 March 30 1 Samuel 13-14 
 March 31 1 Samuel 15-17 

March 1  Baked Potato and Salad 

March 8 Pot Roast 

March 15 Ham w/ Mac and Cheese 

March 22 No Dinner/Studies 

March 29 Chicken 

April 5 Baked Potato and Salad 

April 15  Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

End of May Kick off for our Wonderful 

 Wednesday ministry 

June 25-29 Vacation Bible School 

Save the Date! 

New Beginnings 

will host the annual 

yard sale on 

Saturday, May 13. 

If you need help getting items 

to the church, please contact 

Neal Ragsdale. 

God’s Pit Crew will be packing Blessing 

Buckets on Saturday, March 11, from 9 

am – 3 pm. If you are interested in helping 

in as little as 1-hour increments, let 

Lavonne Walden know so that we can 

coordinate with God’s Pit Crew. 

Don’t forget to 

set your clocks 

forward one 

hour on the 

evening of 

Saturday,  

March 11! 

Saturday, March 4th  5 - 7 pm 
 

$10 - adults, $5 - children 6-11 
Free for children 5 and under 

 

See Koinonia class members  

for tickets! 
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We are beginning a fundraiser for our Choctaw Mission Trip! The youth will be selling Kerusso  

Christian T – shirts. These shirts and caps are full color with over 80 styles to choose from for adults  

and children! Adult shirts and caps are $18 and children’s shirts are $16. See Juli or the youth for details! 

March Dinner Help Teaching 

5 NO YOUTH NO YOUTH NO YOUTH 

12 Mitchell, Nickens Jeff Hale Pastor Coffey 

19 Boles, Woodward Shawn Harden Miranda Harden 

26 NO YOUTH NO YOUTH NO YOUTH 

Juli Odell, 

Youth  

Director 

*1st – There will be dinner but no classes. 
Please join us for the Ash Wednesday 

service at 6:30 p.m. 

*3rd – We serve at VFW at 5:30 p.m. 

 See you there! 

*12th – Confirmation meets at 4:30 p.m.  

*15th – Money Due for Spring Retreat 

*22nd – NO WNS or classes. Have a great 

Spring Break! 

*24 – 26 – Our first exclusive FUMC retreat! 
Details about departure and what to bring 

are coming soon! 

*26th – NO UMYF 

5 

2017 College Scholarships 
 

Applications are being accepted now 

through April 1st, 2017 for the Evans 

Scholarship, Cox-Hardy Scholarship*, 

UMW Scholarship, and Edna Davis 

Scholarship. 
 

Eligible applicants include students of 

sound morality, faith, and direction who 

are committed to academics, civic 

involvement, and spiritual leadership. The 

selected recipients shall receive a $500.00 

scholarship to be applied toward 

educational expenses incurred in the 

pursuit of any level of higher education 

(undergraduate, graduate, or seminary). 

Applicants may either be members of 

Fairview United Methodist Church or a 

relative of an active member.  
 

Applications and instructions are available 

on the church website and upon request in 

the church Welcome Center. 
 

*Applicants for the Cox-Hardy Scholarship 

must be local Danville/Pittsylvania County 

graduates.  

Defying Gravity:  

Breaking Free from the  

Culture of More 

Featuring the Rev. Tom Berlin 

Saturday March 18, 2017 

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

Live Stream at Fairview UMC 
 

 Defying Gravity explores what is 

required to sustain a vibrant life, what we 

need versus what we want, and what we 

can do to avoid being pulled into the 

orbit of materialism.  

 The Rev. Tom Berlin serves as the Lead Pastor of Floris 

United Methodist Church in Herndon, Virginia, a congregation 

that has pursued intentional generosity that has blessed their local 

community and global projects in partnership with the Sierra 

Leone Annual Conference. Tom serves on the Southeastern 

Jurisdiction Committee on Episcopacy and has been appointed to 

the United Methodist Church’s Commission on a Way Forward.  
 

Register at http://vaumc.org/5talent before March 6, 2017. 
 

Cost : $35 

March Special Events: 

 

March 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 

WNS 5:30 pm 

Ash Wed. 6:30 pm 

2 3 

VFW 5:30 pm 

4 

5 

No Youth 

6 7 8 

WNS 5:30 pm 

Classes 6:30 pm 

9 10 

 

11 

 

12 

Youth 6 pm 

13 14 15 

Retreat $ Due 

WNS 5:30 pm 

Classes 6:30 pm 

16 17 18 

19 

Youth 6 pm 

20 

 

21 22 

NO WNS 

23 

 

24 

FUMC 

25 

Youth 

26 

Retreat 

No Youth 

27 28 29 

WNS 5:30 pm 

Youth 6:30 pm 

30   

Spring Break 

Hello Fairview! 

 One of the great innovative composers, Igor Stravinsky, once said, “I haven’t 

understood a bar of music in my life, but I have felt it.”  Like him, we as Christians don’t 

always understand what God is doing in our lives, but we know he’s there because we feel 

Him! Isn’t it interesting how much music and God have in common?  Understanding God’s 

plan isn’t nearly as important as feeling His presence.  In fact, I find that just knowing Jesus 

is always with me helps me to feel confident that He knows and understands what I need.  

 The children’s choir is a great example of how God knows what is best! He used the 

children of our church to show me which song should be shared in April! I have been so 

impressed with their drive and desire to sing to the best of their ability since they requested it!  

The song title is perfect: We Believe! I believe that God uses even our little children to guide 

and to direct on us on the paths we should take, and I am so glad my ears were open! I can’t wait for the children’s 

choir to share their love of Jesus through music again!  I am also thankful that our children feel that they can speak 

up and from their hearts!  

 As always, thank you for your continued support of the children’s music and praise team here at Fairview! 

Music and blessings! 

Gary 

Gary Jack 

Director of 

Contemporary 

and Children's 

Music 



March EVENTSMarch EVENTS  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

26 YOUTH SUNDAY 
8:30am Contemporary Worship 

9:45am Sunday School 

11:00am Traditional Worship 

5:30pm Sunday Night Prayer 

6:00pm Youth Group 

27  
12:30pm BKK Board Meeting 

6:30 pm Visioning Team 

28 
10:00am Intercessory Prayer 

6:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

6:00pm Praise Team Rehearsal 

 

1 ASH WEDNESDAY 

 

12:00pm Midday Ash Wednesday 

 Service 

3:30pm Staff Meeting 

5:30pm Wed. Night Supper 

6:30pm Ash Wednesday 

 Service 

2 
10:00am Ladies’ Knitting 

3 
5:30pm Youth Serving at VFW 

4  
5-7pm Koinonia Spaghetti 

  Supper 

5  

8:30am Contemporary Worship 

9:45am Sunday School 

11:00am Traditional Worship 

4:00pm Family Game Night & 

 Chili Cookoff 

5:30pm Sunday Night Prayer 

 

6  

6:00pm Trustees Meeting 

7  

10:00am Dan River Retirees 

10:00am Intercessory Prayer 

6:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

6:00pm Praise Team Rehearsal 

6:00pm Men’s Night Out 

 

8 
1:00pm Men’s Prayer Vigil 

5:30pm Wed. Night Supper 

6:00pm Children’s Music 

6:30pm Wed. Night Studies 

9 
10:00am Ladies’ Knitting 

7:00pm Education Committee 

10  
 

11 
9am-1pm God’s Pit Crew 

 Blessing Bucket 

 Project 

12 DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 
8:30am Contemporary Worship 

9:45am Sunday School 

11:00am Traditional Worship 

4:30pm Confirmation Class 

5:30pm Sunday Night Prayer 

6:00pm Youth Group 

13 

7:00pm Finance Committee 

14  
 

10:00am Intercessory Prayer 

6:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

6:00pm Praise Team Rehearsal 

15 
Youth Retreat $ Due 

5:30pm Wed. Night Supper 

6:00pm Children’s Music 

6:30pm Wed. Night Studies 

16 
10:00am Ladies’ Knitting 

 

17 ST. PATRICK’S DAY 
 

18 
9am-3pm 5 Talent Academy  

 Event 

19  

8:30am Contemporary Worship 

9:30am Blood Pressure Screen 

9:45am Sunday School 

11:00am Traditional Worship 

5:30pm Sunday Night Prayer 

6:00pm Youth Group 

 

20  
April Newsletter Deadline 

7:00pm Administrative Council 

 

21 
8:00am Dan River Retirees 

10:00am Intercessory Prayer 

1:00pm Staff Meeting 

6:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

6:00pm Praise Team Rehearsal 

 

22 

1:00pm Men’s Prayer Vigil 

No Wednesday Night Supper  

or Activities 

 

23  
10:00am Ladies’ Knitting 

24 
 

25  
 

 

26 UMCOR SUNDAY 
8:30am Contemporary Worship 

9:45am Sunday School 

11:00am Traditional Worship 

4:30pm Confirmation Class 

5:30pm Sunday Night Prayer 

27  
12:30pm BKK Board Meeting 

6:30pm Visioning Team 

28 
10:00am Intercessory Prayer 

6:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

6:00pm Praise Team Rehearsal 

 

29  

5:30pm Wed. Night Supper 

6:00pm Children’s Music 

6:30pm Wed. Night Studies 

30 
10:00am Ladies’ Knitting 

31 
 

1  
 


