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“But who do you say that I am?” 

Mark 8:29 

 

Dear Fairview family and friends: 

 The season of Lent is a time for repentance, fasting, and self-

reflection. It is a time to struggle with who we are, who we’ve become, and who we are created to 

be. It’s about our identity — whose we are — and why this truth shapes everything else about us.  

 Identity is something with which many struggle. Especially in a world full of labels. But it is 

not a new struggle. In the 8th chapter of Mark’s Gospel, Jesus has already done many signs and 

wonders — casting out demons; feeding of the 4,000 and then 5,000; healing the sick, blind, and 

deaf; and walking on water, to name a few. Word is spreading about Jesus and many are asking 

questions about who he is and from where his authority comes.  



“Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the 

way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they answered 

him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 

He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are 

the Messiah.” And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him.”  

(Mark 8:27-30) 
 

 In these moments, Jesus turns the question around to his disciples - those who love him and 

follow him. First, asking who others say he is, but then going deeper he asks them, “But who do 

you say that I am?” Jesus wants to know who he is to them — not to the world, but to them — to 

those who claim to love him, who seek out his teaching and who are following him. Why? 

Because the answer to this question is essential to who we are and how we live. In his book 

Pauses for Lent, Bishop Trevor Hudson says: 
 

“Few questions are more important. Is Jesus a myth created by the imaginings of 

the Gospel writers - some sort of superhero figure able to swoop down into our 

lives and sort everything out? Is Jesus a great human teacher able to perform 

miracles? Our response will shape our lives more than our answers to any other 

question with which we are faced.”  
 

 If we truly believe that God sent his son, Jesus, to break the power of sin and death and show 

us the way to a restored relationship with God, then this should change us. Knowing God’s 

amazing grace and love in our lives should transform us, inside and out. Believing that God knows 

everything about us — our hopes, dreams, successes and joys as well as our failures, struggles, 

pain and sins — and still loves us so much that he would die for us and welcome us back into the 

embrace of his fold and love, should change us. This kind of love, mercy, and grace transforms the 

way we see ourselves and what we believe about God, including his desires for us. That in turn 

affects how we live, how we pray, and how we think, act, and love in the world. It changes us 

because we discover who we truly are at our core: God’s beloved children redeemed by his grace. 

 I said earlier that Lent is a time of fasting, repentance, and self-reflection. This is especially 

important in a world which is constantly trying to convince us that our identity comes from 

wealth, fame, power, our jobs, how we dress, what we look like, who we vote for, the color of our 

skin, or where we live. Lent offers us an invitation to reclaim our identity in Christ as those who 

stand in need of grace and those whom God loves so much that he sent his Son to save us from sin 

and death. We are God’s beloved. This is who we are at our core, and when we faithfully walk this 

journey to Easter with our Lord, we can re-discover this good news and God’s abundant grace. No 

sin is too great for God’s redemption. No failure can put us too far beyond the reach of God’s love. 

No grief, worry, fear, or doubt can remove God’s love for us. We are God’s beloved and he is ever 

ready to welcome us home and begin the next chapter of a joyful, faithful, and obedient life 

together.  

 All of this begins with genuine fasting, repentance, and self-reflection. So as our Lenten 

journey continues, may you take time to answer Jesus’ question today. Who do you say that Jesus 

is? Who is he to you? And how will the answer to this question change your life in the days 



 I am very excited about our upcoming Spring Retreat! We will be headed to the Master's Inn for a fun 

weekend of fellowship, time with God, and Bible study! We will have worship, team-building, and paint ball! The 

cost is $100 per person; scholarships are available! Make sure to sign up by March 4! A $50 non-refundable deposit is 

due at the time of sign up!  
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Mark your calendars for VFW - March 2 - 5:30 pm 

Spring Retreat - March 23-25 
 

Please keep our 2018 confirmation class and their mentors  

in your prayers as this journey has begun! 

Confirmands: Shaffer Boles, Hallie Holt, & Jackson Jones  

Mentor for Shaffer and Jackson: Shane Connor 

Mentor for Hallie: Amy Grogan 

 1. Numbers 14-15 

     Psalm 90 

 2. Numbers 16-17 

 3. Numbers 18-20 

 4. Numbers 21-22 

 5. Numbers 23-25 

 6. Numbers 26-27 

 7. Numbers 28-30 
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 15. Deuteronomy 11-13 
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 23. Joshua 1-4 
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 31. Judges 3-5 

ahead? Of what do you need to repent? What sin or failure in your life do you need to lay at the 

feet of Jesus on the cross to fully receive his forgiveness and restoration? In what ways does your 

life need to change in order to reflect who Jesus is to you?  

 Pray. Fast. Meditate. Study God’s Word. Worship. Open your heart and life up to God during 

this Lenten season and discover all that he desires for you, his beloved child. For this is the will of 

God through Christ Jesus. Amen.  
 

In Christ’s Love, Pastor Jennifer Coffey 



Youth Sunday 

February 25, 2018 





 Trustees   March 5 at 6:00 pm 

 Education March 8 at 7:00 pm 

 Evangelism March 11 at 4:00 pm 

 Finance   March 12 at 7:00 pm 

 Worship   March 13 at 11:00 am 

 Becky’s Kiddie Kollege (BKK) Board 

    March 19 at 12:30 pm 

 Administrative Council 

    March 19 at 7:00 pm 

 Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) 

    March 26 at 6:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us each 3rd Saturday from 12-1 pm in the 

pavilion behind the church as we serve lunch 

and provide free clothes and supplies to those in 

need in our community. Our next event will be 

on Saturday, March 17. See Martha Mitchell if 

you would like to volunteer in any capacity. 

Hello Fairview, 

A few days ago, my wife Carrie and I welcomed our new baby boy, Alan Scott, 

into the world! What a tremendous blessing; though he was three weeks early and 

considered a late-term premature baby, he has been given a clean bill of health and 

is doing very well. God is indeed good all the time! 

 When I think about the blessing of fatherhood, I sometimes wonder how 

God must feel when He sees a new life just starting out. I remember standing in the 

operating room as my son came up over the blue drape and watching him being 

taken over the table to be measured and weighed. My eyes were flooded with tears 

of joy and thanks because it truly was a miracle right there in front of me! My wife 

and I appreciate all the gifts, the prayers, the calls, and the congratulations we have 

received these past few months, and we both feel very blessed to be a part of such a 

loving congregation! 

 Speaking of being a part of, if you are a singer or play an instrument and are 

interested in joining the praise team, please let me or one of the other team 

members know. There is so much musical talent in our congregation, and we would love to have more people 

helping out with worship on Sunday mornings. If God has given you a musical gift, He wants you to share it. 

The altar is always open for anyone to share their love of the Lord through song or instrument! 

 Children’s choir will be singing again very soon, and if you know anyone who has children that may be 

interested in being in the Children’s Choir, please let me know so I can reach out to them. Our kids are so 

talented and so much fun to work with! They are passionate and take the music seriously, and it shows in their 

worship. 

 Once again, we thank everyone for your continued prayers, love, and support. We can’t wait for 

everyone at Fairview to meet our new little bundle of joy!  
 

Music and blessings! 

Gary 



 

Young Hearts Spring Fling 

April 14, 11am-1pm 

 

Wonderful Wednesday Kickoff 

June 6, Time TBD 

(we will meet most weeks this summer) 

 

Vacation Bible School 

“Shipwrecked” 

June 24 - 28 

 

Get RAK’d 

August 25-26 

 I am so excited that spring is right around the corner! March is here and warmer 

temperatures are coming quickly. There is a lot of fun and fellowship coming our way 

in the upcoming months.  

 JUMP is still going strong. Our 1st- 5th graders meet each week on Sunday 

Night from 6-8. We have an awesome time with dinner, music, games, and a lesson or 

experiment. I am truly enjoying this time with our kids each week. We have a lot of fun 

but we learn a lot as well. We are still in need of adult volunteers and would love to 

have you join us.  

 As we continue tour Lenten journey through the month of March, we will have 

several wonderful times for worship together. I want to remind you of our annual Easter 

Egg Hunt. This year it will be held at the home of Jamie and Michele Holt on March 31st. We are very thankful and 

gracious that they have agreed to be our hosts for this event again. I am excited to be changing things up a bit this 

time. Instead of hunting for eggs stuffed with candy, the children will hunt for empty eggs. These will tie into our 

Easter story as reminder of the empty tomb. Each child will receive a treat bag at the end of the hunt with lots of fun 

surprises and items to remind them of their day and the Easter story. We will also be adding some games and a photo 

booth for some extra fun for all. In the place of candy this year, if you would like to make a small monetary donation 

to help with the treat bags, please either see me or drop it in the offering plate with a memo that it is for the Easter 

Egg Hunt. We truly appreciate your support of all of our special events. The decision to cut down on the candy the 

children receive has been one we have been praying about for a long time. I hope to be able to make this a meaningful 

event while avoiding sending us all into sugar overload! 

 Our family would like to say a huge thank you to our church family for all your love, support, prayers, and 

phone calls during the last 14 months. We would never have survived Mike’s mom’s illness without you. We are so 

sad for ourselves but are truly rejoicing that she is healed and whole again. We will miss her terribly. We are truly 

thankful for our church family and friends and your love and support at times like these. 

 Keep watching for more excitement and things to come! 

Blessings, 

Kate 

Dear Fairview Family, 

 We would like to thank you from the bottom of our hearts 

for the outpouring of love and support shown to us during the 

sudden death of our mother, Willa Carter. Katherine and Juli, thank 

you for being there to comfort Evan, Austin, and Chaz. Adrian, 

thank you for singing such a sweet song and Beth, thank you for 

playing such awesome music at her funeral. Pastor Coffey, a special 

thank you is extended to you for staying with us both at SOVAH 

and Duke to pray for and console us during this difficult time. You 

delivered such a comforting message at our mother’s funeral. To 

our church family, thank you for providing such a wonderful 

bereavement meal. Our mother loved everyone at Fairview and we 

are blessed that she was able to remain an active member. She 

prayed daily for God to make her a servant and she truly was a 

servant of God. May God bless you all. We love you! 

The Family of Willa Carter 



 

2 Martha Crane 

4 Lucille Roberts 

5 Forrest Williams 

6 Gia Bucchi 

 Lynn Clark 

 Denise Hinton 

8 Sue Chattin 

 Kiki Tortorella 

9 Brandon Ferrell 

13 Mike Lewis 

15 Jarrod Grogan 

16 Rafe Thomas 

 Carolyn Whitlock 

18 Margaret Calos 

 Parker Holt 

 Madeline Morris 

19 Kinsey Harris 

 Beverly White 

21 Sam Burton 

22 Laurie Ann Scearce 

23 Carter Dillion 

26 Jennifer Thomas 

28 Evelyn Moore 

 Mary Sue Patterson 

 Kenny Sage 

29 Christopher Boles 

 Brandon Merricks 

6th Kenny & Margaret Sage 

9th Jan & Barbara Grogan 

11th Andy & Bobbie Nordon 

29th Gary & Debra Tucker 

 

Palm Sunday 

Sunday, March 25 at 8:30 am and 11:00 am 
 

Holy Thursday 

Thursday, March 29 at 7:00 pm 
 

Good Friday 

Friday, March 30 at 7:00 pm 
 

Easter 

Sunday, April 1 at 8:30 am & 11:00 am 



February 2018 8:30 11:00 Third Option Offering 

4 
(closed due to weather) 

n/a n/a n/a $ 4,654.00 

11 68 55 7 $ 11,331.00 

18 83 62 8 $ 8,226.00 

25 108 104 9 $ 7,878.40 

Average Weekly Giving in February 2018: 

$ 8,022.35 

 

Average weekly giving Year to Date 2018:  

$ 7,828.98 

Weekly Contributions Needed to Meet Budget: 

$ 9,876.27 

 

2018 Budget approved by Admin Board : 

$ 513,566.00  

MOTHER TERESA SAID 

“IF YOU CANNOT FEED 100 PEOPLE, FEED JUST ONE.” 

 Thanks to the generosity of the members of FUMC we continue to pack 104 

bags of food to feed 104 children at Park Avenue Elementary School. For many of 

these children, these bags of food may be the only food they have for the weekends. 

 The four backpack teams (made up of 55-60 volunteers) faithfully set up, pack, 

and deliver weekly the food that Christi Ragsdale purchases and keeps stocked in the 

food closet, which Chaz Nickens built as his Eagle Scout Project. The individual and 

class financial commitments made to this ministry are the only way this program is 

funded. The monthly or yearly payments are for the 12-months of the year, which 

enables us to have the funds to begin the next school year. 

 May we continue to bring God the glory as we serve for the good of His 

people! Thank you to all who are praying and participating in this ministry. 

LOVE GOD, SHARE HOPE, SERVE ALL! 
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Fairview is a Christ-centered welcoming church that loves the community in undeniable ways. 


