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Greetings in the name of the living LORD; 

 Warmer days, blooming flowers, greener grass, and longer periods of daylight are the indicators 

around us that SPRING is finally here.  Conversations often  include plans for upcoming gardening 

projects.  Oh, the excitement as people plan what is needed, acknowledging the sacrifice of hard work, 

dedicated lengths of time, lots of energy, and financial planning that is needed if there are to be fruit and 

vegetables come summer and fall.  If planned well, there will be food – canned or frozen – for winter 

nourishment. 

 Reflecting on what I see and hear around me, I understand (and grieve) our LORD’s parable of the 

“Sower” (Found in Matthew 13, Mark 4, & Luke 8) as Jesus teaches about the “Word of God” growing in 

us.  No matter how Jesus’ illustration is read, it takes intentional sacrifice of dedicated time, mental 

energy, and consistent, persistent working to have the “Word of God” growing inside us.  Just like Jesus’ 

parable there are lots of “weeds” – fun and wonderful distractions  gradually taking our time.  There are 

often “rocks” –  difficult patterns, habits, and addictions that keep us from studying, learning and being 

shaped by God’s Word.  There are definitely some “ravenous birds” intentionally “feeding off”  of us to 

their benefit, keeping us from internal, spiritual growth.  

 When I began this article, I was the one feeling like the rocky, bird-feeding, weed-filled soil. Then, 

God’s Word took root (amazing God of another opportunity) again! All around me were these wonderful, 

bright, gorgeous dandelions.  They are growing EVERYWHERE!   They grow everywhere because 

dandelions grow where God had spread seeds last year.  Dandelion puffs filled with hundreds of seeds 

were carried to all kinds of different soil, soil like Jesus used in his parable.  With joy, I share with you 

(again) my favorite resurrection poem about my favorite Resurrection flower: 
 

Hope Weed 

By J. Barrie Shepherd 
 

Our Christian symbols seem, at times, not quite  

 appropriate to the meaning that they bear. 

For instance, take the Easter lily, white and fragile sign of resurrection. 

 Rare, its graceful silent trumpet greets the light of March or April 

Only under glare of florists’ lamps, unnaturally bright. 

 You never find them in the open air before July.  

A better flower for Easter Day 

 Would be, as every angry gardener knows, 

The dandelion, seeded by the gay abandoned wind that, as it listeth, blows. 

 No matter how we weed out every stray, 

Digging as deep, the root sill deeper goes. 

 And when, at last, we quit and go away, 

The rain falls, and a host of fresh bright foes 

 Stands resurrected, and the garden glows. 

TheThe  
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To transcend our human frailties 
through the worship of God 

and the proclamation 
of God’s Word. 

 

 

To transform people into faithful  
disciples through the spiritual  

disciplines of study, fellowship,  
and service. 

 

To transmit the love of Jesus Christ to a 
broken world through the ministry of  

hospitality and evangelism. 
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Cont. on Page 2 

Rev. Kathleen Monge 



Monthly Attendance and Offerings 
 

Average Weekly Giving in March: 

$ 9,374.98 

Average weekly giving Year to Date 2015:  

$ 7,968.68 

Weekly Contributions Needed to Meet Budget: 

$ 10,379.87 

2016 Budget Approved by Admin. Council: 

$ 539,753.00 

Sunday 

 

8:30 11:00 Offering 

Mar 6 

 

94 79 $ 12,627.00 

Mar 13 

 

89 86 $ 7,222.50 

Mar 20 

 

104 70 $ 10,085.40 

Mar 27 

Easter 

135 104 $ 7,565.00 

April Anniversaries 

 4
th

 Randy & Peggy Stephens 

 13
th

 James & Mary Alderson 

 17
th

 James & Deana Collier 

 18
th

 Scott & Ellen Thompson 

 19
th

 Bob & Connie Howard 

 22
nd

 Kenny & Susan Hoskins 

1 Fran Brann 

2 Millicent Warren 

 Patsy Martin 

3 Kaytlin Barker 

5 Barbara Nodtvedt 

 Gary Tucker 

7 Peggy Purgason 

9 Debbie Deane 

10 Katelyn Brooks 

11 Austin Scearce 

12 Brian Boles 

 Pat Varner 

 Allen Connor 

 Ron Harrelson 

14 Trevor Brown 

 Lielle Hoyer 

 Meredith Nodtvedt 

15 Elizabeth Barrett 

 Ken Wiles 

 A.B. Brooks, Jr. 

16 Lisa Brown 

17 Marie Hoyer 

19 Kathy Connor 

 Steve Jarosz 

20 Will Turpin 

 Kaitlyn Ferrell 

 Carrie Jack 

 Parker Johnson 

 Stuart Walden 

21 Susan Fulk 

22 Duane Dahlquist 

 Evan Scearce 

25 Skyler Wiles 

26 Shawn Harden 

 Joan Roberts 

27 Kaylee Odell 

28 Melvin Martin 

 LaVonne Walden 

29 Penny Merricks 

April Birthdays 

April Worship Volunteers 
 
 

Subject to change. Thank you to all who volunteer! If you would like to serve, 
 contact Adrian at fairviewumc@comcast.net or 434-792-3391. 

 April 3 April 10 April 17 April 24 

8:30  

Greeter 

Martha 
Mitchell 

Peggy  
Purgason 

Nancy 
Batterman 

Jennie 
Adams 

11:00  

Greeter 

Mary 
Whitlock 

Alice 
Evans 

Joyce 
Burnett 

Bobbie  
Nordon 

8:30  

Lay Reader 

Blake 
Mitchell 

Dylan 
Aron 

Pat 
Ferris 

Suzanne 
Giffen 

11:00  

Lay Reader 

Callia 
Richardson 

Mary Sue 
Patterson 

Helen 
Bedsole 

Joyce 
Holley 

8:30 Ushers 
 

Jim Mitchell 

Neal Ragsdale 

Will Turpin 

Patty Barker 
 

11:00 Ushers 
 

Jerry Soyars 

Peggy Soyars 

Tommy Roberts 

Carl Evans 
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If your birthday/anniversary is incorrect or omitted,  

it is because we do not have the correct information on file.  

Please contact the church office to update your records. Thank you! 
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I would like to thank Pastor Monge and everyone else for 

all the visits, cards, and food I have received  

after my recent surgical procedure. Most of all, of course, 

thank you for all the thoughts and the prayers  

that you have lifted up for me. I am so very blessed to be a 

member of such a caring and loving church. 

 - Sue Chattin -  

Pastor Announced 
 Jennifer Coffey will be joining the Fairview staff as pastor in 

July. Please continue to pray for her, her family, and her congregation, 

as well as Pastor Monge, her family, and our congregation during this 

time of transition. 
 

 Jennifer Coffey grew up in Roanoke, Virginia and was raised in 

the United Methodist Church. She graduated from Virginia Tech in 

2004 with a B.S. in Human Development with a focus on Human 

Services. She and her husband, Stephen, met at Virginia Tech through 

the Wesley Foundation, and were married in June of 2004. Stephen is regional program manager 

for Extenet Services. Jennifer and Stephen have two beautiful children, Rebecca and Jonathan, 

who keep them busy and fill their lives with fun and joy as they watch them grow! 
 

 Jennifer’s call to ministry was first realized at the end of her freshman year at Virginia 

Tech while actively involved with the Wesley Foundation. Initially, this call led her into youth 

ministry, and she worked as a Youth Director at Thrasher Memorial UMC in Vinton, VA for 

almost two years. As she engaged in ministry with youth and their families, her call into ordained 

ministry as an elder became clearer. She began her M.Div. at Wesley Theological Seminary and 

the candidacy process for ordination in the UMC. After graduating in 2010, she began serving at 

Centreville UMC as an Associate Pastor & Minister of Spiritual Formation. She was first 

appointed as a local licensed pastor, then commissioned in 2011 as a provisional elder. She was 

ordained as an elder in full connection in 2014. 

On the Sunday after  we celebrated 

our LORD’s resurrection in the midst of mixed 

emotions and some chaos, when I felt like the mixed 

variety of dirt from Jesus’ parable, I was given a gift 

with my two very favorite Resurrection symbols.  Both 

symbols – the butterfly and the dandelion – are filled 

with God’s hope, God’s  perseverance, no matter how 

bad the dirt! 

 I  share this 

picture from Sunday, 

March 27th as we were 

waiting hopeless that the 

run-away Molly  return 

home (which she 

eventually did!). 

  My prayers for 

you are that in the days 

and weeks ahead, even when you are feeling like you 

are the rocky, weed-filled, ravenous bird feeding 

ground: take a moment and look around.  Open your 

eyes and ears and heart that you are aware that this 

amazing, creator God of the universe continues to 

provide living parables of hope and perseverance.  
 

God bless, Pastor Monge 

Cont. from Page 1 

Becky’s Kiddie Kollege 

Preschool Registration 

2016-2017 

Becky’s Kiddie Kollege is a ministry of 

Fairview UMC. Please call Susan Ratliff at  

434-548-5848 for more information.  

Space is limited and no spots will be held 

without paid registration. 

Infants and Toddlers 
Monday - Friday 

7:30 am - 5:30 pm 
$75 registration fee 

$125/week 

2-4 year olds 
Monday - Friday 

$50 Registration fee  
8 am-12 pm - $50/week 
8 am-5 pm - $100/week 



Christian EducationChristian EducationChristian Education   
Katherine Lewis, Director of Christian Education 

Greyson Clifton, Music Director 
Music Ministry 

Greetings everyone and welcome to Spring! 

 Music Programs First of all, a big 'Thank You!' to everyone who participated in and helped setup for the 

choir's Spring Cantata, "The Song Everlasting." It's thanks to your support that we are able to present musical works 

like this to the community here at Fairview. We could not have done it without the consistent dedication and time that 

everyone has put in. I encourage each and every one of you to join the choir or other musical group if you have a 

desire to sustain and improve the quality of music in worship here at Fairview. This is YOUR church and participating 

in worship is rewarding in so many ways. Consider blessing our worship teams with your time and talent and you will 

receive a blessing in return.  

 New Office Location  Secondly, my office will be relocated upstairs in the coming weeks to better 

assist anyone who has musical needs in the future. Be on the lookout for posted office hours on the door to my new 

office which is the room directly to the right of our Director of Christian Education's office.  

 Pastoral Change Finally, please be in prayer for the church and for our new pastor over the next few 

months. I'm sure many of you have fears and anxieties about the unknown as we approach the eventual departure of 

Pastor Monge. It is times like these that a strong sense of community and outreach to our fellow church members will 

be most important as we face this pastoral transition. 

 Thanks once again for your constant support here at Fairview and Happy Spring! 
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The flamingo flock hanging out and raising funds for the youth mission trip! 

 Thank you Wow, the last several weeks have been a bit hectic, but what an 

awesome celebration of Jesus’ Resurrection Holy Week and Easter were. Thanks so much to everyone for all the 

work that went into Holy Week and our other celebrations. Thanks to Jamie and Michele Holt for hosting the Easter 

Egg Hunt and to everyone who donated candy for us to fill eggs with! Thanks so much for always being so generous.  

 Backpack Ministry Through your donations, we were blessed to be able to sponsor three sets of food bags 

to the children of Park Avenue Elementary School. This will be a great help to many families during the time that the 

kids are out of school. While we were delivering bags, Juli and I were able to see several excited faces as they 

received their bag! Thanks again for supporting this wonderful mission of this church. The Missions Committee is 

currently working on obtaining some grant money to help enable us to be able to do this on a weekly basis 

throughout the 2016-17 school year.  

 Bridges Out of Poverty On April 30, we are hosting a “Bridges Out of Poverty” program. It is a very 

informative view of doing ministry with people that may not be just like you. See more information in upcoming 

bulletins and on page 5 of this newsletter.  

 Summer Activities April will be a busy month for us all. The Education Committee will be in full 

planning mode for all of the upcoming summer activities. This is always a fun and exciting time. I really am already 

looking forward to the fun and missions that lie ahead.  
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The children learn about Lent during the Children’s Message on March 6, 2016. 

April 30 “Bridges Out of Poverty” seminar 

May 8  Graduate Sunday 

May 22 Kick-off event for Operation Mission 

  Possible 

July 21-22 Helping Hands Richmond 

July 24-28 Vacation Bible School 

July 31 Children’s Sabbath and Church Picnic 
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Apr Dinner Help 

3 NO UMYF NO UMYF 

10 Boles, Deane Shawn Harden 

17 Wormuth, Langely Jeff Hale 

24 Carter, Nickens Neal Ragsdale 

Juli Odell,Juli Odell,  

Youth DirectorYouth Director  

April 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
VFW 5:30 pm 

2 

3 
Cantata 11:00 am 
Movie 12:45 pm 

Confirmation  
6:30 pm 

4 5 6 
WNS 5:30 pm 

Bible Study  
6:30 pm 

7 8 
Synagogue  

5:30 pm 

9 
Pastor Yard Sale 
7:30 am- 1 pm 

10 
Youth Group 

6-8 pm 
Confirmation  

6:30 pm 

11 12 13 
WNS 5:30 pm 

Bible Study  
6:30 pm 

14 15 16 

17 
Youth Group 

6-8 pm 
Confirmation  

6:30 pm 

18 
Admin Council 

7 :00pm 

19 20 
WNS 5:30 pm 

Bible Study  
6:30 pm 

21 22 23 

24 
Youth Group 

6-8 pm 
Confirmation  

6:30 pm 

25 26 27 
WNS 5:30 pm 

Bible Study  
6:30 pm 

28 29 30 
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April Special Events: 
* 1st – We serve at VFW. See you at 

5:30 p.m. 

* 3rd – We are joining with other UMC 

churches in the district to see “God’s 

Not Dead 2.” Show time is 1:30p.m. 

Please arrive at church no later than 

12:45 p.m.  

*8th – The confirmation Class will be 

going to the Synagogue. All are wel-

come to come, please arrive by 5:30 

p.m. for pizza and overview. 

*9th – Mission Team will help Pastor 

with her yard sale. All team members 

should arrive at her home by 7:30 a.m. 

Calendar Notes: 

Sunday School 
teacher rotation 
begins April 3. 

I just love Easter! Easter is the time of year where we are reminded 

of new beginnings and of Jesus’ teaching. Our awesome God loves 

us so much that he sent his son to die for us. But even more 

awesome is that he rose again. Matthew 28: 19 – 20 says, 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 

obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you 

always, to the very end of the age.” This Easter be reminded that 

not only did Jesus die for us but he left us behind, His disciples with 

a message. We are to go out and spread the news that Jesus has 

risen; this is the reminder that he is with us always. 

Don’t forget to pray for Julian! 

Donations help support him. Also, 

don’t forget to post your grades; 

$0.50 for every A goes to Julian! 

Don’t forget to check out our 

Facebook group and follow us on 

Instagram at fairviewumyf! 
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Fairview NewsFairview News  United Methodist NewsUnited Methodist News  

On behalf of the Upper Room, we ask all of you to join 

us in covering the upcoming General Conference with 

prayer. Upper Room has launched 60 Days of Prayer, a 

prayer community beginning on March 31st. 
 

“Dear brothers and sisters in the United Methodist 

family, we know that our prayers matter, and in that 

certainty, I invite you into a 60-day prayer journey as 

you prepare for the 2016 General Conference. 

Church leaders, delegates, and interested others will 

soon gather in Portland to listen to one another, to 

discern God’s will for The United Methodist Church, 

and to make decisions that will guide United Methodists 

around the world in fulfilling our God-given purpose. As 

they and you seek to open your heart and mind to God’s 

guidance, these meditations offer a communal practice 

that is intended to nurture a spirit of unity and 

discipleship. Pray with the assurance that others are 

offering the same prayer.” 
 

- Sarah Wilke, Publisher, The Upper Room 

You can sign up to get daily meditations by email or 

text, as well as additional information at 

60daysofprayer.org.  

8 

Our website offers digital access to all Sunday 

morning bulletins and monthly newsletters as far 

back as 2009. 

 Remember to check the church calendar on our 

website as well for upcoming events  

and last minute updates! 

FairviewUMCDanville.org 

On April 30th, the Rev. Susan Hughes will lead a “Bridges Out of 

Poverty One-Day Seminar.” She is a certified “Bridges Out of 

Poverty” leader who has facilitated programs at Redwood UMC using 

this curriculum. You are invited to learn how we can be better partners in 

the transformation of our communities, applying these concepts and 

practices. We only have 60 places available, which will be held for 

Danville District churches through Friday April 8th; after that date we will open the 

registration to other churches and organizations. Sign up with Katherine Lewis. 

April 10 to be conference-wide day to pray for General Conference 

 The United Methodist Council of Bishops has invited each annual conference to designate one day to hold a 

24-hour prayer vigil for General Conference. These prayer vigils began on Jan. 1 with the Greater New Jersey 

Annual Conference and are continuing through the 131 days from Jan. 1 to May 10, the opening day of General 

Conference. Because The United Methodist Church has 131 annual conferences throughout the world, each annual 

conference is able to take one day. 

 Bishop Young Jin Cho selected Sunday, April 10, to be the day for the Virginia Conference prayer vigil. Each 

district is invited to plan activities using resources being developed on both the conference and general church levels. 

Organizers are encouraging districts to use a Prayer Wheel to allow all congregations on the district to sign up for 

half-hour or one-hour increments so there will be 24 hours of continuous prayer beginning at 12 a.m. April 10 and 

continuing until 12 a.m. April 11. As part of this initiative, 

the chapel in the Virginia United Methodist Center in Glen 

Allen will be open for prayer. In addition, all congregations 

are asked to include the prayer initiative in their Sunday 

services on that day. 

 General Conference, the top policy-making body 

of The United Methodist Church, meets once every four 

years to consider revisions to church law, as well as 

adopt resolutions on current moral, social, public policy 

and economic issues. It also approves plans and budgets 

for church-wide programs for the next four years. The 

2016 meeting will take place May 10-20 at the Oregon 

Convention Center in Portland, Oregon. 

 The theme of the 2016 General Conference is 

"Therefore Go," based on the Great Commission set 

forth in Matthew 28:19-20: “Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 

teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 

you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end 

of the age.” 

 Approximately 850 delegates (half lay and half 

clergy) from the U.S., Africa, Europe and Asia will 

attend the gathering, which is expected to attract up to 

6,000 visitors. Thirty percent of delegates in 2016 will 

be from Africa, 58.3 percent from the U.S., 4.6 percent 

from Europe and 5.8 percent from the Philippines, with 

the remainder from the Concordat churches. 

April 10 is Native American Ministries Sunday 
 

 United Methodist congregations will celebrate Native 

American Ministries Sunday on Sunday, April 10. When 

United Methodists give to the special offering taken on this 

day, it allows Native Americans to encounter, worship and 

serve Jesus. When you support Native American Ministries 

Sunday, you equip seminary students who will honor and 

celebrate Native American culture in their ministries. And 

you empower congregations that are finding fresh new ways 

to minister to their communities with the love of Christ. 

There will be special offering envelopes on April 10, or you 

can designate “NAMS” on your regular offering envelope. 

 New and returning staff volunteers are needed for Camp 

Rainbow Connection, which will be held at the Virginia United 

Methodist Assembly Center in Blackstone on July 9-15 and  

Aug. 6-12. 

 Camp Rainbow, in operation since 1985, provides a week of 

Christian fellowship and learning for youths and adults with 

intellectual disabilities. Not only does this special time benefit the 

campers, but it also provides a much-needed and well-deserved 

respite for caregivers who are "on duty" 24-7-365. 

 Staff members must be at least 16 years of age by July 1, 

agree to a criminal background check, attend a training session in 

the spring and commit to attending the full week of camp. 

 Deadline for new staff applications is April 15. For more 

information, see Fairview member Christi Ragsdale, or contact the Office of Inclusivity and Lay 

Leadership Excellence at 804-521-1153, or cindyingroff@vaumc.org. 

The Grace Seekers Sunday School class will be 

having their annual yard sale Saturday, May 7th. 

If you have items to be picked up, please see 

a class member or contact church office. 

Any help is greatly appreciated. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27 EASTER SUNDAY 
8:30am Contemporary Worship 

10:00am Sunday School 

11:00am Traditional Worship 

5:30pm Intercessory Prayer 

6:30pm Affirmation of Faith 

28 EASTER MONDAY 
 

- Church Office Closed - 

 

29 
10:00am Intercessory Prayer 

6:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

7:30pm Praise Team Rehearsal 

30 
 

-No Wednesday Night Activities- 

31 
10:00am Ladies’ Knitting 

1 
5:30pm Youth Serving at VFW 

2 
 

3  

8:30am Contemporary Worship 

10:00am Sunday School 

11:00am Spring Choir Cantata 

12:45pm God’s Not Dead 2 

5:30pm Intercessory Prayer 

6:30pm Affirmation of Faith 

4 
2:00pm Worship Committee 

6:00pm Handbell Rehearsal 

7:00pm Trustees Meeting 

5 
10:00am  Dan River Retirees 

10:00am Intercessory Prayer 

6:00pm Men’s Night Out 

6:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

7:30pm Praise Team Rehearsal 

6  
10:30am Pastor’s Bible Study 

5:30pm Wednesday Night Supper 

6:00pm Children’s Music 

6:30pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Youth Bible Study 

7 
10:00am Ladies’ Knitting 

 

8 
5:30pm Youth Synagogue Trip 

9 
7:30am Pastor Monge’s 

 Yard Sale 

10  
8:30am Contemporary Worship 

10:00am Sunday School 

11:00am Traditional Worship 

5:30pm Intercessory Prayer 

6:00pm UMYF 

6:30pm Affirmation of Faith 

11  

2:00pm Garden Club 

6:00pm Handbell Rehearsal 

7:00pm Finance Committee 

12 
10:00am Intercessory Prayer 

6:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

7:30pm Praise Team Rehearsal 

13 
10:30am Pastor’s Bible Study 

1:00pm Men’s Prayer Vigil 

5:30pm Wednesday Night Supper 

6:00pm Children’s Music 

6:30pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Youth Bible Study 

14  

10:00am Ladies’ Knitting 

7:00pm Education Committee 

15  
  

16 
 

17  

8:30am Contemporary Worship 

9:30am BP Screening 

10:00am Sunday School 

11:00am Traditional Worship 

5:30pm Intercessory Prayer 

6:00pm UMYF 

6:30pm Affirmation of Faith 

 

18 
6:00pm Handbell Rehearsal 

7:00pm Administrative Council 

 

19 
8:00am  Dan River Retirees 

10:00am Intercessory Prayer 

12:15pm BKK Board Meeting 

6:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

7:30pm Praise Team Rehearsal 

20 
May Newsletter Deadline 

10:30am Pastor’s Bible Study 

5:30pm Wednesday Night Supper 

6:00pm Children’s Music 

6:30pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Youth Bible Study 

21  
10:00am Ladies’ Knitting 

 

22  

 

23  
 

24  
8:30am Contemporary Worship 

10:00am Sunday School 

11:00am Traditional Worship 

5:30pm Intercessory Prayer 

6:00pm UMYF 

6:30pm Affirmation of Faith 

25  
12:30pm BKK Board Meeting 

6:00pm Handbell Rehearsal 

7:00pm SPRC Meeting 

26 
10:00am Intercessory Prayer 

6:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

7:30pm Praise Team Rehearsal 

27 
10:30am Pastor’s Bible Study 

1:00pm Men’s Prayer Vigil 

5:30pm Wednesday Night Supper 

6:00pm Children’s Music 

6:30pm Pastor’s Bible Study 

6:30pm Youth Bible Study 

28 
10:00am Ladies’ Knitting 

29 
 

30 
9:00am Bridges Out of  

 Poverty Seminar 


