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A letter to our youth (as read to them in June 2009)

Some of you are aware of the problems that we have been having with the FISH.  The structure is not as sound and
stable as it should be for the size of our group.  We will be relocating the FISH to the Potter’s House.  So the Pot-
ters house is going to be called the FISH and the old fish house is going to be called the SCOUT HOUSE for the
various scout groups to meet in.

New facilities means more space, more rooms, better facilities, more bathrooms, handicap accessible, and with this
comes more opportunities.  If you have any questions, comments, thoughts, suggestions, VOICE THEM.  If you
don’t speak, we can’t hear you.  Dolly is a GOOD LISTENER take advantage of that.

Just so you are aware, this was not a move on my part, but a move that was necessary due to the overwhelming
amount of youth we have coming on a weekly basis.  There were code violations being broken on a weekly basis,
and so for our safety and the sake of the FISH, this is in our best interest to make this move and do so with a posi-
tive attitude.

We will be meeting in the new facility all month, but the official move will take place the first week of July.  I
hope to see you and hear from you soon.

Karl

Time flies when we’re having fun; this summer has been flying by.  The youth have continued to take active par-
ticipation in the summer activities.  Small groups have had numbers in the high teens and low twenties.  When
growth happens, things change, and plans sometimes have to change as well.

Here is an opportunity for the youth to grow spiritually.

The youth are gearing up to go on a mission trip at Camp Alta Mons where we will be learning hands on basic
home construction skills working with economically challenged individuals taking with us the love of Christ.
Please pray for the youth and adults as we go to Alta Mons and grow together and grow closer to Christ.  Here is
the team roster:

Leaders:  Karl Hoyer, Bob Howard, Callia Richardson.

Team:  Kaytlin Barker, Rebekah Blackwell, Russell Crane, Jared Lewis, Paige Mayhew, Sam Rash, Maggie
Richardson, Kaitlyn Sage, Caroline Smith, Morgan Tucker.

If you would like to make any financial donations for this mission trip, Make the check out to Fairview UMC and
write ALTA MONS MISSION TRIP on the memo.  The youth have been attempting to raise $3200.00.  Thank you
for your support and especially for your prayers.
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Withered Offerings
Luke 6:6-11

IN WORD-- A man with a withered hand had come to the synagogue.  We’ll never know this side of
heaven how his infirmity had affected his relationship with God.  Was he angry?  Disillusioned?  Content in the
midst of suffering?  We can only guess.  We do know, however, that he was in the local lace of worship on the
regular day of worship.  And that’s where Jesus met him.

Jesus asks surprisingly little of the man with the withered hand.  His purpose was to create a stage for
Himself in front of unbelieving Pharisees.  He does not wait for a demonstration of faith, as He does with other
supplicants.  He does not even wait for the man to approach Him.  Jesus singles out the recipient of His mercy and
gives him only two instructions:  “Stand in front” (v. 8) and “Stretch out your hand.”

Isn’t this how God has dealt with many of us?  We had very little to offer Him other than a desire to wor-
ship God.  We had no great demonstration of faith, no noble and zealous pursuit of the Master, no clear awareness
of His power.  We were just there.  He saw us and He told us what to do.

Even though we have so little to offer Him, He still requires something of us-a withered hand.  We must
take this sin-racked limb-the epitome of our fallen nature-and stretch it out to Him.  Though we are wholly corrupt,
withered in body and soul, we must nevertheless reach for Him at His call.  Fallenness is all we have; in His
mercy, it’s all He asks of us.

IN DEED Do you strive to offer your good hand to Jesus?  He won’t accept it.  It’s not the stuff of mira-
cles.  No, remember where He found you.  Perhaps you’ve been overestimating your offerings to Him.  When you
do that, you are conversely underestimating His power in your life.  You are contributing far too much.  Own up to
your withered hand, and let His strength be demonstrated in your weakness.  It’s the only way He’ll show an unbe-
lieving world the power of God.

At His Feet Devotional by Chris Tiegreen

Inspirational Quotes from www.skywriter.com
(3 quotes and a prayer)

1.) To get nations back on their feet, we must first get down on our knees.

~~~~~~~~Billy Graham

2.) Any concern too small to be turned into a prayer is too small to be made into a burden.

~~~~~~~~~Corrie Ten Boom

3.) Work as if you were to live a hundred years, pray as if you were to die tomorrow.

~~~~~~~~~~Benjamin Franklin

4.) Lord, make my life a window for Your Light to shine through and a mirror to reflect Your Love to all I Meet
Amen

~~~~~~~~~~Robert Schuller
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