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Our Vision Is
To transcend our human

frailties through the worship of
God

and the proclamation of God’s
Word.

To transform people into faith-
ful disciples through the spiri-

tual disciplines of study, fellow-
ship, and service.

To transmit the love of Jesus
Christ to a broken world
through the ministry of

hospitality
and

evangelism
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From the Pastor’s desk…
Once there was a young captain assigned to a ship named "Adventurer." The
day the captain arrived, he could tell that his new ship was in need of some work and that
the morale of the crew was low. And he was not surprised when he was told that the
Adventurer had not left port in a long time, or that very few passengers ever bothered to
try to board it anymore.
The hull of the ship was rusting. The passenger cabins were in great disrepair. The deck
was stained and some of the planks had rotted. The sails were torn and old, repaired with
large patches. The engine had been broken down for months and no parts ordered.
Some of the crew members had jumped ship - looking for another ship on which to serve,
a ship that was going some place, any place. But the faithful few remained, remember-
ing the old days and the glorious adventures on the high seas, the decks brimming with
passengers, the smell of the open sea...and they still hoped, dreamed that those days and
even greater ones would come again. But it was difficult to fight the weariness and de-
spair that threatened to engulf them.
The captain, being a religious man, bowed his head in prayer while in his cabin that first
night, and every night there after. He knew that the ship needed more help than he alone
could give. So he turned to the Master of the Sea.
The very next day, the captain called the crew together. He ordered the ship to be dry
docked so the hull could be scrapped and sanded, then painted. Some of the crew grum-
bled behind the captain's back: "Why even bother? This old tub isn't going any
place. It'll never be sea worthy again. We're wasting our time. Besides, we never done it
that way before!" But they reluctantly did as they were ordered.
Over the next weeks and months, the deck was repaired, the cabins were cleaned and
many improvements made. The engine was taken apart - parts ordered and no one could
believe it that day when the engine was fired up, sending those vibrations through the
ship that few among the crew thought they would ever feel again. The old ship was
coming back to life! But still some wondered if it wasn't just a last gasp and feared that
perhaps it might make it out of the harbor, only to sink with all of them onboard!
Then the day came when the captain called the crew together - a crew that had been
growing, by the way. Some of the old crews members who had jumped ship had re-
turned
because they heard and saw what was happening. And other members were new, bring-
ing with them great excitement and love for the sea. The captain said, "It is time that we
made plans to leave this harbor."
The crew looked around at each other. The captain, knowing that some of them were
fearful, said, "The Adventurer was not made for the harbor - but for the horizon,"
and he pointed to it. "But you are the crew. You must decide. Will it be the harbor or
the horizon?"
For what seemed an eternity there was silence. The sounds of wind and waves were all
one could hear. Then, one crew member in a hushed voice, said, "Horizon!" And an-
other, "Horizon!" And others joined in, "Horizon!" Until the winds and waves were
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From the Pastor’s desk…   (Cont’d.)

drowned out with the shouts of, "HORIZON!" The captain, so proud of them that he could barely speak, gathered with members
of the crew to plan their first voyage. There was an excitement, an energy that the crew and that old ship had not felt in a long
time. And the people who lived on the shore, who had
looked out their windows for years expecting one day to see the Adventurer sunk in the
harbor, could hardly believe their eyes. And passengers - new ones every day - started showing up, asking questions, buying tick-
ets - wanting to come aboard.
The excitement grew until the day arrived that they had planned to haul up anchor and make way out of the harbor. The captain
gathered the crew in a circle on the bow.
He thanked them for their hard work, their courage and faith. And then he asked them to bow their heads while he prayed: "Lord
of the land and the sea, what a joyous day this is! A day most of us wondered if would ever come! But you have given this ship,
this crew new life, new hope, and we praise you. I thank you for them, for this ship. But Lord, you know that we are a little fear-
ful, for we have not set sail for the horizon for a long time. We fear what awaits us there. We know there will be high winds and
waves, storms and difficulties. And we also know there are new lands, new places, new and wonderful adventures out there ahead
of us. We also know that you created us for the horizon, not the harbor, and that, best of all, you will be our Captain, guiding and
protecting us. So, our Captain, we have heard your order to set sail for the horizon - not
knowing all that's ahead for us, but knowing all we need to know - that you are with us. Amen."
The Adventurer sailed out of the harbor that day, never to return to rest in it again. The people on the shore heard all kinds of sto-
ries about the ship - how it sailed the seven seas, came through storms, discovered new lands, its deck teeming with passen-
gers. And even a few of those landlubbers admitted that they wished they had sailed with it.
It is decision time for us at Fairview UMC, fellow crew members: harbor or horizon?

In Christ’s Service,
Pastor Bob
__._,_.___

Becky’s Kiddie Kollege
A Ministry of Fairview United Mehtodist

Church
2009 – 2010 School Term

Serving children ages 2 – 5 years
Preschool 8 a.m. – 12 Noon

Two year olds (M-F) $180/month
Three year olds (M-F) $180/month
Four/Five year olds (M-F) $180/month

Two/Three year olds (T, W, Thu)
$120/month

See Susan Ratliff for information
*Additional fees for registered students*
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Becky’s Kiddie Kollege
A Ministry of Fairview United Methodist Church

History

Rebecca You, an ordained Methodist Minister, started Becky’s
Kiddie Kollege in 1952.  Since then Becky’s has been served three
generations of children in the Danville and Pittsylvania County.

Philosophy

Our philosophy is to provide a safe, nurturing, Christian based
educational preschool for children ages 2 to 5.  Our activities
are age appropriate and provide opportunities for teacher di-
rected, self-directed and self-chosen tasks.  We strive to achieve
a balance of activities both individual and group for curiosity
and exploration of the developing child.  We want to influence
young children in a positive manner in areas such as how to get
along with other children, how to be inquisitive about learning
and how to develop friends and be in a social atmosphere.
We have been fortunate to be a private preschool and incorpo-
rate the Bible and Christian education into our daily activities.
The students are read Bible stories, say the blessing before
snacks and are taught the true meaning of Christmas and
Easter.MISSION SUPPER WITH BROSVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Wednesday, September 9th at 5:30 pm; Hot Dogs & Hamburgers in the Social hall
Report: Russia Orphanage Ministry from Brosville UMC Team in the sanctuary

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPERS BEGIN SEPTEMBER 16, 2009 AT 5:30 PM

Small Groups Available

Pastor’s Bible Study (10:00 am & 6:30 pm) The Book of Acts
Video & Lecture, taught by Pastor Bob Gochenour

Women’s Study (6:30 pm) taught by LaVonne Walden; topic to be announced

Men’s Study (6:30 pm) to be announced

Youth Small Groups (6:00 pm) at The Fish House, led by Karl Hoyer

Children’s Class (6:30 pm) Various activities & music; led by Education Committee

FIVE PRACTICES OF FAITHFUL CONGREGATIONS DISCUSSION RESUME

TOPIC: INTENTIONAL FAITH DEVELOPMENT
Thursdays--September 17, 24, October 1; 7:30 pm in the Conference Room
All members of the Education Ministry Committee are encouraged to attend.

New Class

Have you ever been offended
by a friend, spouse, family

member or someone in your church?  We like to
think we have forgiven them; but have we
really?  “The Bait of Satan” by John Bevere
deals with offense.

LaVonne Walden will be facilitating a class
each Wednesday night at 6:30 beginning Sep-
tember 16, 2009 confronting this issue.  Come
and let’s learn how to be freed from offense and
really forgive.

Dear Fairview Family,
We want to thank you for the many acts of kindness & support you

gave my mom, Mildred Burnette, during the years of her illness, and
especially in her final weeks of life and at her passing.

Rich and I are grateful as well, for the encouragement and support
to us as we endeavored to care for her at “home” as long as possible.

My mother loved Fairview and the Fairview friends, who were
always a blessing to her.

With a grateful heart,
Betty Parker

‘Lil Funnies
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We have just returned from an 8 day journey of service projects in Shawsville, VA.  The first project was tearing
down and rebuilding a porch for Billy.  This project took 2 ½ days to complete, but the youth worked hard and com-
pleted the project.  The youth also moved mulch and spread it around at various low elements for the camp.

The family that we did a service project for is expecting a baby.  After talking with the youth, we decided that
we should adopt the family and send care packages as well as adopt them at Christmas time to spoil them with presents
and continue to keep the bridge built between us.  If you would like to contribute to this as well, we are extending the
invitation to the congregation of Fairview UMC.  Please make checks payable to Fairview UMC and write “Operation
Shawsville” on the memo line.  The funds will go to purchase infant and toddler clothes for a baby girl, and also to pro-
vide Christmas presents to Billy, his wife, their daughter, and new baby girl that is to arrive in the next couple of
months.

On this years mission trip we had some exciting times.  The youth faced fears, conquered fears, worked well to-
gether, and grew closer to each other as well as being challenged to grow closer to the LORD.  Thank you to all of you
who made this trip possible.  Your donations helped to cover our traveling expenses, food at the camp, and the supplies
needed to build Billy’s porch.  A special thanks to Shane Connor for allowing us to use his 15 passenger van.

While at Camp Alta Mons we decided that we in fact wanted to come back and do this again.  August 7-15, 2010
we will be leaving with no more than 15 youth and have several adults with us to again go to Camp Alta Mons for a
mission trip.  This years theme was “Gettin’ Skilled @ Camp Alta Mons”  Next years theme is “Called to Serve @ Alta
Mons 2010”.  Mark it on your calendars now and be praying for us as we prepare for this trip.

In addition to returning to Alta Mons, this past mission trip was the first stage of three.  Some of the youth re-
quested that we return to NYC after last years mission trip.  After great lengths of discussion we said that we would go
back but in order for the youth to go to NYC they had to go to Alta Mons.  After NYC we will then go to Belize or
Alaska to do missions with a United Methodist Congregation. We set up guidelines and mandatory participation in
fundraising events.  Three people were asked to not attend the mission trip because of their lack of participation.  The
day before we left another youth dropped out.  This was beneficial for a couple of reasons:  1. It lets us know who was
serious about going.  2. It lets us plan for the future.

The last week of June 2010, the same youth that just went to Alta Mons will be returning to NYC to do street
meetings, feed the homeless, and minister in a local church as well as at the Bowery Mission.  Look for details in the
coming weeks and months about what we are doing, where we are going, and why we are doing it.

This has been a full summer, a busy summer, but it has been a successful summer, and it is because of the
“behind the scene” team members like you that helped make the difference.  Thank you for your prayers, financial sup-
port, and generosity to the youth.  We look forward to continuing our partnership as we keep reaching out to those in
need in Virginia, NYC, and around the world.

Karl Hoyer,
Youth Director
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Congratulations to Donnie Stevens

I wish to congratulate Donnie Stevens on the publication of his first novel,
Old Man Missing. Donnie is realizing a dream and goal in sharing some of
his experiences in his life’s journey.  He says that we all have life stories to re-
count and need to share with others our gifts and talents.

The setting of the mystery novel takes place in Floyd County, Virginia,
where Donnie hiked many of the rugged mountain trails.  The characters
take us back to bygone years in a nostalgic fashion with traditional Christian
values.  The community described reminds us of the Little House On The
Prairie with love and concern for family, friends, and neighbors.

The mystery novel held my interest and was most entertaining and en-
joyable with mystery, suspense, and romance.  I highly recommend the novel
to anyone who would like a glimpse of “the way it was” back then.

Keep the creative talents flowing Donnie!  Good luck with your succeed-
ing novels.

Sincerely,
Susan Fulk



September Birthdays

1 Dale Ferrell 22    Willa Carter
1 Billy White 23    Buford Wright
1            Chris Wiles            23 Saunders Brooks Jr
2 Tom Wells 24    Charlotte Cox
2 James Holt 24    Gwen Rowland
3 Ronald Brooks 24    Justin Stevens
4 Rubye Moore 27    Joyce Smith
4 Tristan Tompkins   27    Michael Connor
5 Tim Younger, Sr.    28   Julius Boles
6 Dwight Nicholas      28   Amy Grogan
6 Gail Carter 28   Bailey Mize
6 Alana Collier           30   Karen Day
7 David Hyde              30   Judy Robertson
7 Elizabeth Johnson   30  Shirley Robertson
8 Marvin Fuqua         30   Jim Chattin, Jr.
8 Neil Ragsdale 30   Sylvia Hyler
8 Jamie Holt, Jr.
9 Tony Ratliff
10 Anne Mitchell
11 Sharon Williams
13 Barbara Humphries
13 David Parker
14 Calos Stavros
14 Angle Wallace
16 Alma Weatherford
16 Joyce Burnett
17 William White
19 Scott Carter
19 David Giffen
19 Julie Ferris
19 Austin Brandon
20 Mark Aron
21 Tricia Weatherford
22 Myrtle Scearce
22 Dorothy Elliott
22 Joyce Holley
22 Corey Davis

Anniversaries
1 Tommy & Janet Payne
2 Bill Sr. & Mary Fulcher
6 Ken & Carolyn Whitlock
7 Dale & Janet Ferrell
18 Mike & Katherine Lewis
18 Neal & Christi Ragsdale
20 Duane & Susann Dahlquist
20 Mark & Callia Richardson
23 Bill Sr. & Sylvia Hyler
25 Sam & Willa Carter
26 Ronald & Brenda Brooks
28 Brian & Elizabeth Boles

September Calendar of Events

1    10:30 AM Dan River Retirees
1      6:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Practice
2      7:00 PM                     Praise Team Practice
3      6:00 PM United Methodist Men
4      7:00 PM FISH
6    8:30 & 11:00 AM  Regular Sunday Worship Schedule
7      Church Office Closed-Labor Day Observance
8   10:00  AM Circle Meetings
8     6:00  PM Sanctuary Choir Practice
8     7:30  PM Evangelism
9     5:30  PM Mission Dinner Meeting w/ Brosville
9     7:00  PM Praise Team Practice
10   10:00-12:00                 Ladies Knitting-Parlor
10    1:30 PM Grief Support Group Meeting
11  11:00 AM Garden Club
11    7:00 PM FISH
12  10:00 AM Ronnie Mitchell
12    7:00 PM Backbeat Lounge-Social Hall
13 8:30 & 11:00 Regular Sunday Worship-Promotion Sunday
14    7:00 PM Finance Committee Meeting
14    7:00 PM Kitty Yeatts
15  10:00 AM                     Dan River Retirees
15    6:00 PM                      Sanctuary Choir Practice
15    7:30 PM IT Ministries Meeting
16  10:00 AM Pastor’s Bible Study
16    5:30 PM Wednesday Nigh Supper
16    6:30 PM Bible Study/Small Groups
16    7:00 PM Praise Team Practice
17    5:30 PM Delta Kappa
17    7:30 PM 5 Practices
18    6:00 PM FISH
20   8:30-11:00 AM  Regular Sunday Worship Services
21    7:00 PM Administrative Counsel Meeting
22  10:00 AM Dan River Retirees
22    6:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Practice
23  10:00 AM Pastor’s Bible Study
23    5:30 PM Wednesday Night Supper
23    6:00 PM Junior FISH
23    7:00 PM Praise Team Practice
24 10:00-12:00 AM            Ladies Knitting-Parlor
24    7:00 PM Beads of Danville
24    7:30 PM 5 Practices
25    6:00 PM FISH
26    7:00 PM Backbeat Lounge
27   8:30-11:00                   Regular Sunday Worship Services
28    7:00 PM SPRC Meeting
29    6:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Practice
30  10:00 AM Pastor’s Bible Study
30    5:30 PM Wednesday Night Supper
30    6:00 PM Small Groups/ Junior FISH
30    7:00 PM Praise Team Practice
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Rickey Parker

To Our Fairview Family:
Many Thanks to you all for the visits, phone calls, food and most of

all the love and support given to us during the passing of my father.  He
was a great man of many talents and had a giving heart.  We are blessed
to know that Fairview holds a part of him.  Thanks again for being such
a loving and caring church family.

Shane & Kathy Connor

Dear Fairview Family:
Thank you for all your calls, visits, and prayers

during my recent illness.  Thanks to God for a good
prognosis and recovery.  I hope to see you all soon at
church.

Margaret Dyer.

Rickey has served on the Staff Parish Relations Committee the past two years. In 2009, he agreed to Chair
this Committee. We appreciate his love and commitment to Fairview UMC as he has served in this time of
transition. He has been instrumental in providing new staff members for two positions: our new Administra-
tive Assistant and our new Director of Christian Education.  Rickey also serves with the Information Technol-
ogy Ministry Committee. He has been very involved with our computer capability, our Website, and trouble-
shooting other technical issues in the office and sanctuary. He provides photos for our website and for wor-
ship services.  We thank Rickey for his ministry and his constant smile.

Monthly Attendance and Offerings

8:30 11:00     F4F   Total          Offering

July      26 71       97                 168         $    4,715.00
Aug.       2 86       82 168         $  12,134.75
Aug.       9            80       72                 152 $    6,525.00
Aug.     16 89     105                 194         $    6,869.50
Aug.     23 78       81                 159         $    3,065.58
Aug.     30          123       80                  203        $    9,233.50

Average Weekly giving in August
$9,457.83   to date: $8,166.78

2009 Budget Approved by Administrative Council
$542,466

Weekly Contributions needed to meet budget:
$10,432.


